FORMICA FUSQOCA Lo
..+ Sabop, SUBPOLITA Mayr, var.. PRPILOSA, b, ar.. . .
By Erof w,n. M. WHEELER,
Usnivertity of Texas.

WoRkER. Langth 3.-5, 5 mm, T

Head red, with the crown and occiput more or less mfu&
oated . or black. - Thorax, petiole, legs. and antennae .red, the
. first sometimes ahghtly infuscated exoept at the utuu’x Gas

4er-blacks '

‘Bady and legs smootb md shrmdg, the surface of tho trunk
and coxe finely eoriaceous. Metathorax and epinotum subo-
paque, owing to the more pronounced coriation which passés
on the metapleurae into a system of fine, paullel ruge mter-
sected by another system of fainter lines,

, Whole trunk beset with Iong, orect, sibobtuse, sllvery
wlnbe hairs. Those on the lower surface of the head few by}
always distinct. Hairs moro abundant on tho.mmnd'bleq1 oly-
peus, “head, thoracw dorsum and peholar margin, and mos}
abundant and gouspicuoys ¢ ou the gaster, On the legs the hg;rs
are sparse and suberect and moatly confined fo the flexor aury -
Mofthefemm&ndhbw- s . ow

- FEMALE. Longth 7. 60 mm,c - ' - 1.0
L. Qoloration like that-of the worker with tko foﬂomng mo-

difications: Meésondtum 'with' & median black blotch near its
anterior border and a smallew blotoh.on either gide near the
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insertion of the fore wing; postscutellum and posterior portion
of scutellom black; baealthu'd of first gastric segment dis-
tinetly red.

Top of head, mesonotnm, mesopleurs, scutellum and gas-
ter very glabrous; the other parts, especially the epinotum
and metapleurse subopaque.

" Hairs on the body much less conspicuous and relatively
shorter than/in the-worker, 8o that the gldbrous surfaces are
much more striking to the naked eye.

Type locality: Cafion City, Colorado (Rev. P. J. Schmitt
0.8.B) .

Other localities: Catopaxi, Colorado (Schmitt); Tempe,
Arizona (Prof. T. D. A. Cockerell); Paraje, Lias Vias, and Las
. Valles, New Mexico (Cockerell); S8an Esteban near Marfa,
Presidio County, Texas (W M. Wheeler), Coahmla, Meneo
(A.F.Rangel). -

Description drawn ftlm numerous workers and four dedl-
eted females.

This very distinct vanety seems to have been known to
Prof; Emery, but was not sepamated by him from the typical
T,:subpojita Mayr. in his “Beitriige zur nordamerikanischen
Ameisenfauna.” 7. subpolita sensu striclo is characterized by the
much less abundant pilosity, which is yellowish and not sil:
very white asin perpilosa, and by the darker and legs ghbmns
head and thorax. The typical form is very common in central
California where it has been collected for me by my friend Dr.
Harold Haeath of the Leland Stanford University.

'December 21%, 1901, I had an opportunity to observe the
nests of the new variety above described, at San Esteban, &
few miles south of Marfa, Texas. These nests were dug about
. the roots of some shrubs in the'tall, dry grass of a meadow,
and very closely resembled the nests somretimes constructed
by 7. fusca va. subsericea Say in gmasy fields in the Northern
Upited States. San Esteban was the ouly losality in which I
.q,oeeeded. in finding thege ants in.the Tn.ne-Ppooe. y

| Wmivesity of Tenas. May 7% WO - ... .




